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Orion Telescopes binoculars buying guide video -  

https://www.telescope.com/Binoculars-Buying-Guide/p/99801.uts

https://www.telescope.com/Binoculars-Buying-Guide/p/99801.uts


Buy a brand name

Canon, Celestron, Nikon, Pentax, Zeiss, Swarovski 

Get a meaningful warranty & possibility of repair 

Optics suitable for astronomy - bigger & exotic glass 

Better construction - longer-lasting



3.7º FOV 
2.1kg / 4.5lb 
walmart.ca

http://walmart.ca


5º FOV 
1.2kg / 2.5lb 

$300 at binocularscanada.com 
or 8x56 for $275

http://binocularscanada.com


Nikon Prostaff 10x42 binoculars 
5.6º FOV 

650g / 1.4lb 
$190 at London Drugs



Canon 12x36 
5° FOV 
Doublet field flattener 
$850 at binocularscanada.com 
660g / 1.3lbs 

http://binocularscanada.com


Test binoculars before buying
Look at bright lights - coloured fringes? 

Sharp images - look through each barrel & periphery of view. 

Change the eye-base adjustment - smooth and enough range? 

Focusing in and out should be smooth. 

Tight construction - minimal wobble in the bridge between the optical barrels. 

Do images from each side register with each other? Use the blink test. 

Lens coatings - look at the objective (front) lens with a bright light or daylight behind you 

white reflections = no external lens coatings, coloured reflections = good 

white internal reflections = no internal coatings, deep-coloured reflections = good



Accessories for astronomy

Solar filters - make your own or buy 
ready-made 

Sturdy tripod and ball or pan head - 
ensure binos have a tripod adapter 

Parallelogram 

Zero-G lounge chair

Snailworks Binochair



Tripod adapter



Comfortable viewing



Standing
Not comfortable!



Sitting
Somewhat comfortable



Reclining
Very comfortable



More info
This presentation - https://victoria.rasc.ca/astro-cafe-archive/ - Events > Astro Cafe 
(presentations archive link at bottom of the page) 

Gary Seronik - http://garyseronik.com/category/binocular_stargazing/ 

Sky & Telescope - http://www.skyandtelescope.com/astronomy-equipment/
binoculars-for-astronomy/ 

Space - https://www.space.com/27404-binoculars-buying-guide.html 

EarthSky - http://earthsky.org/human-world/top-tips-for-using-ordinary-binoculars-
for-stargazing
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