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RASC Victoria Centre Council Meeting Minutes Wednesday, 
6 September 2017 7:30 p.m. 

Fourth Floor Lounge, Elliot Building, University of Victoria 

Chair: Chris Purse 
Recorders: Leslie Welsh (joined the meeting at 7:40 p.m.) 

Attendees: Jim Nemec, Nelson Walker, Reg Dunkley, Chris Purse, Joe Carr, Jim 
Hesser, Dan Posey, Sid Sidhu, David Lee, Leslie Welsh 

1. Call to Order, roll call, approval of agenda–Chris
Agenda approved. 

2. Approval of Minutes of July 12 as presented - Moved/Seconded/Carried 

3. Business Arising

from the April 5 meeting: 

a. New meeting format–Chris
Chris indicated that we’re still working on adjusting the new members’ monthly meeting 
format in accordance with opportunities for announcements and astronomical imaging 
and viewing. 

b. By-Laws Committee–Nelson, Leslie, Jim
Nelson reported that the By-Laws Committee has met and formulated plans as to how 
to proceed. 

c. 2017 Summer Star Parties at the DAO – Chris
A full suite of Summer Star Parties were held in partnership with the Friends of the 
Dominion Astrophysical Observatory, with only a couple of Saturdays not included. 

d. Sale of “A Photographic Atlas of Selected Regions of the Milky Way”–Michel
It was noted in Michel’s absence that the sale continues on the RASC Victoria web site. 

e. 2017 Raffle–Bruce
Chris reported in Bruce’s absence that the raffle was not held this year. 

g. AGM: Saturday 18 November 2017 at the Cedar Hill Golf Course–Chris
--menu choice 

Chris asked Council if last year’s choice, steak, salmon, vegetarian—should be same?  
Consensus was to repeat. Action: Chris  The AGM should be about the same price.   
Reg confirmed there will be an AGM speaker, with RASC Victoria Centre providing a 
meal for him and a partner. Dr. Chris Willet will speak on the James Webb Space 



Telescope.

h. RASC Strategic Planning–Chris
Nothing further to report. 

from the July 12 meeting: 

a. VCO Telescope Replacement Project–Matt
Dan reported in Matt’s absence that the telescope was on its way, currently in Seattle 
should be received on Friday, September 8 in Victoria.  This is the single most 
expensive piece of the replacement project, and includes the telescope, a shroud for 
stray light, corrected field flattener, and an off-axis guider, including lifetime warranty; 
with a   value about C$8,000 ($U.S. 6,633.02).  Extension tubes are required for visual 
use.  Delivery is changed to a freight company from UPS.   
The goal is for end of the year installation.  Around $4,000 of fundraising is done out of 
the $5,000 target.  Additional donations welcome.

4. Reports from Officers and Committees

a. President & Membership – Chris
Chris reported that there are currently 263 members, but several are on the grace 
period list. 

b. Vice President & SkyNews Editor – Reg
Skynews is late this month—still being written. 
Fairfield Community Centre Fete—Reg is organizing the RASC Victoria Centre public 
outreach contribution, with several people having volunteered for September 23rd. 

d. Second Vice President – Deb
In Deb’s absence, Chris recognizes the relentless fundraising effort she made at the 
Metchosin Star Party, which raised some $900, up from a previous maximum of about 
$800.  This amount covered all the Centre’s Star Party expenses. 

d. Treasurer – Bruce
Absent, no report. 

e. Secretary – Leslie
No report. 

f. National Representative – Nelson
Nelson spoke on his attendance at the RASC General Assembly in Ottawa, noting that 
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he now regrets not having gone to others.  It was fun and exciting, with a series of 
National Council meetings, some of which dealt with the RASC Strategic Plan.  
Membership attribution and fundraising were prominent topics.  Membership churn is 
considerable, and there is a desire to increase the membership numbers overall.  Sales 
of the Observers’ Handbook generate large amounts of monedy, but many are 
concerned about the Handbook because it’s printed at considerable cost and printing 
seems like an antiquated method of providing the information. The RASC National 
Office subsequently has since hired a fundraiser as a result of a subsequent Board 
decision,  in the context of the 150th anniversary.  Despite expense, the Journal will still 
be printed and e-copies provided. 
Action: Nelson to follow up on understanding the national fundraising efforts. 

g. Tech Committee–Matt
In Matt’s absence, Dan reported on some Victoria Centre Observatory maintenance 
issues.   

• One is that there is a sag on one edge of the roof, and a wheel has sprung its
bearings.  The Technical Committee will rely on Bruno to lead the fix.  The rail 
itself is fine, but the roller on one side is bent. 

• There should be a project to paint the doors soon.
• There were complaints about locks, but Bruno has tweaked them and they’re

working find now.
• Corrective measures for water infiltration have been effective; e.g. no pooling

water, and the dehumidifier has been left on in winter.
• The south side roof has been insulated (2” styrofoam), and this has been

effective in reducing temperatures inside.

h. Website – Joe
Joe reported that the RASC Victoria web site is functioning well. 

i. Library – Michel
Absent, no report. 

j. Schools Program – Sid

Sid reported that it is too early to book talks for schools, but there were 4-5 such 
requests at Saanich Fair public outreach event. 

k. Public Outreach–Ken
Bruce noted that he had written an e-mail about the summer star party, and we do keep 
doing the same thing while expecting different results.  Wind is a real problem at 
Metchosin. 

Ken reported that the Fort Rodd Hill public outreach event on attracted some 300 
people.  He brought in extra astronomers to handle the higher than at-first-expected 
attendance.  Fort Rodd Hill wants us back next year, but asked for us to begin 
arrangements with them in January. 



Ken reported that the Mount Tolmie August 21st solar eclipse viewing event went well, 
and that at the Mechosin croquet pitch, Sherry reported that the solar eclipse event  
could have distributed 500 pairs of solar glasses.  Sid noted that solar glasses were 
aggressively sought at Royal B.C. Museum, and he had to prioritize distribution to 
families and groups willing to share.  Glasses were not distributed until after first contact 
of the eclipse in order to satisfy the on-site crowd, since many early-comers just wanted 
the glasses to take away and view on their own.  There were some 1,500 people at 
Royal B.C. Museum.  Deb handled distribution of solar eclipses on Tolmie, which was 
completed an hour before the eclipse.    Four solar scopes were available from RASC, 
two from Camosun.  Enough scopes for everyone to see the partial eclipse, with line-
ups of some 30 people. 
Ken also had heard there was a crowd control problem at observatory on the University 
of Victoria campus.  There were large crowds there with several media people. 
Ken reported that before the event, he received an e-mail from the District of Saanich 
indicating that the RASC Victoria Centre event on Mount Tolmie needed a permit.  This 
was obtained gratis.  A further requirement was that if more than 100 people were 
anticipated, there is a requirement to hire flaggers to protect sensitive lands.  Ken had 
projected a few hundred to be in attendance, and arranged the flaggers, upfronting the 
$204 cost on behalf of the Victoria Centre.  There was increased media interest 
stimulated by the interest from the District of Saanich, with estimated attendance of at 
least 1,500 people.  Ken noted he had conducted 12 media interviews prior to the event, 
and 4 or 5 while on the Mount Tolmie.  Several councillors noted with appreciation that 
Ken’s media interviews were great. 
Ken reported that the photocopying bill for $230 for the Saanich Fair public outreach 
event needs to be paid.  About 2,000 people came to the RASC Victoria Centre booth, 
but we didn’t have same spot we normally have.  We were moved up to be near to the 
Beavers, which wasn’t a bad spot. 

l. Observing Chairs–Michel and Jim S
Absent, no report. 

m. Lighting Committee–Dave
Absent, no report. 

n. FDAO Liaison–Lauri
Absent, no report. 

o. DAO Liaison–James
No report. 

p. UVic Liaison–Alex
Absent, no report. 

q. Camosun Liaison–Jim N
Absent, no report. 
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r. Past President – Sherry
Absent, no report. 

New Business: 

5. 2017 RASC Calendar Orders

Calendar orders to be taken at the RASC Victoria Centre monthly meeting and Astro-
Cafes. 

6. Canadian Astronomical Association (CASCA) 2018 meeting–Les and Jim

James reported that the CASCA Local Organizing Committee had originated the idea 
for there to be a 100th Plaskett first-light anniversary (and possibly 150th RASC 
anniversary) parade float entry for Victoria’s Victoria Day Parade.  The Friends of the 
Dominion Astrophysical Observatory (FDAO) are to co-lead in this community-wide 
effort, notably by providing insurance.  Janine Gates of the FDAO has been identified to 
co-lead with a DAO employee (Jenny Atwood), with an exploratory meeting to be held in 
late September.  RASC Victoria Centre will be a named insured on the FDAO policy for 
this event. 
There is a question about the availability of the Christ Church Cathedral side room for a 
new musical performance with astroimages; James will be following-up. 

Astro-Café: Jim
The RASC 150th anniversary project was discussed in the Astro-Café to 

comprise an  imaging contest.  Many thoughts came forward during the discussions, 
which have continued on the national RASC 150th anniversary committee, but the main 
goal would be to encourage newcomers to astronomy to do a photo, sketch or other 
artistic work which would be awarded a prize.  Lauri and James are seeking someone 
to work with them on technical logistics—Karun has identified a grad student who’s 
made a proposal, now sent to Randy Atwood and the RASC Informatics Technology  
Committee.  There will be another teleconference meeting next Sunday, September 
10.  James asked if the RASC Victoria Centre could provide some volunteers to do the 
vetting of images?  There should be moderated posting so that problematic posts don’t 
get put up.  Council noted that this request will go to the broader membership for this 
activity in due course.  Action: James and Lauri to bring a request for volunteers 
for the national imaging contest before Council in due course, after the National 
Office acts.  This will be a national project, with RASC Victoria Centre being the 
delivery agent. 
Thursday, September 7 will be the grand opening of the CHIME radio telescope at the 
Dominion Astrophysical Observatory near Penticton.  The Minister of Science will be 
present. 

Sid moved adjournment.  Agreed by consensus. 

Next meeting:  tentatively first Monday in November. 




