
ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA: VICTORIA CENTRE 

SKYNEWS                                 August 2022                                           ISSUE #444 Page 1 
 

 

 
                                                                                      Milky Way at Cattle Point, taken July 28th, 2022; by John McDonald. 
 
 

 

Star Party Season 

 

August is the peak of the star party season. The new moon of August offers the best combination of warm weather for 

camping and observing, the best expectations for clear skies for observing and imaging deep space objects, and a bit of 

distance from the not much darkness of the Summer Solstice. September would be better for darkness, but worse for 

weather. July is generally not quite as good for weather as August, but thereôs hardly much in the way of true darkness 

necessary to appreciate the night sky.  
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                                                         Star Party Field on Friday, 2012 RASC Star Party, Aug 17, 2012; by Malcolm Stringer. 

 

A decade ago, RASC Victoria hosted its annual star party in Metchosin, from August 17-19th. The gate to the Metchosin 

Cricket Field, behind the city hall, was opened at noon, for the first amateur astronomers and curious locals to begin 

arriving on site. It was the first year that our annual star party decided to stop charging for admission, relying solely on 

donations instead. The generosity of both the campers and visitors ensured that it was a tradition that continued. On 

Friday, we gathered at the bandstand, at the north end of the field, for the official opening of the star party, followed by 

door prizes and the eveningôs guest speaker.  

The guest speaker for the first night was Dr. J.J. Kavelaars (Senior Research Officer at the NRC Herzberg Institute of 

Astrophysics). As an archive scientist with the Canadian Astronomy Data Centre, the worldôs largest repository (by data 

volume) of astronomical imaging data, he touched on its role in astronomy. His primary subject was CASTOR 

(Cosmological Advanced Survey Telescope for Optical and UV Research): the space telescope that was expected to take 

over from the Hubble Space Telescope.  

After the guest speaker, there was a guided telescope talk to introduce people on the field to the various instruments in 

use, before Sherry Buttnor used a green laser pointer to give a tour of the night sky (Astronomy 101). The skies were 

mostly clear, but unfortunately, just as in the years before and since, it was another evening dominated by the afternoon 

winds being funneled through the Cricket Field. With the Metchosin Mistral or less poetically named Parry Bay Pommeler 

blustering across the field, making it all but impossible to do any imaging and difficult to much in the way of observing.  
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Despite the weather, there were almost ninety 

people in attendance for the first evening, many 

of them locals coming out to see what was going 

on in Metchosin. There were people who drove 

out to our yearly star party from other parts of 

Greater Victoria. Beyond the amateur 

astronomers from our own RASC Centre, there 

were a bunch that came down from Up Island 

and a few regulars from the Mainland. Some, 

like Mike Krempotic from Port Alberni, were 

people I only saw at star parties, yet every time I 

ran into them it was like going to coffee with a 

close friend you got together with all the time.   

On Saturday, telescopes were set up to look at 

the Sun, both dedicated hydrogen alpha filtered 

solar telescopes and telescopes like my 

Schmidt-Cassegrain, with a solar filter slapped 

onto the front of it. We also rented a small 

building on site to do some astronomy 

workshops during the day. David Lee gave a 

lecture on spectroscopy, while Nelson Walker 

gave a talk about observing lists and awards. 

Laurie Roche even organized some activities for 

the children at the star party.  

While the weather during the daytime was 

pleasant, things took a turn for the worse in the 

evening. Scott Mair did his best to conduct a 

binocular tour of the night sky, but the clouds 

had already rolled in over Metchosin. Dr. 

Cassandra Fallscheer, from the Herzberg 

Institute of Astrophysics, was our guest speaker 

for Saturday night and gave a talk on space junk. Rain started coming down hard during her lecture, resulting in the crowd 

taking cover under the bandstand. Those who had not already stowed away or covered up their gear were sent 

scrambling. After that, most of the attendees packed up their kit to go home. For the few that stayed and stayed up, they 

were rewarded with some clearing conditions in the very early morning, although there were still a lot of high, thin clouds 

marring views of the night sky.  

Due to the weather, the RASC Centreôs 2012 Annual Star Party will not go down as a great experience in amateur 

astronomy, but it was still nice to connect with fellow enthusiasts, even if at times only to gripe about the weather. Even 

when you choose to schedule your star party at a time of year when the weather is expected to be nicest, the weather 

often chooses to ignore your plans. That or you get blindsided by wildfire smoke. Having the two star parties on 

Vancouver Island was good, because even if the weather ruined one of them, the other one often had good weather and 

even more importantly you had the opportunity to attend two star parties a year. Unfortunately, the RASC Victoria Council 

decided to stop hosting our own star parties after the last one in 2019, at St. Stephenôs Anglican Church in Central 

Saanich. While the Pandemic is far from over, many annual star parties have returned in 2022. This includes the Island 

Star Party at Bright Angel Park (August 26-28), hosted by the Cowichan Valley Starfinders Astronomy Club and supported 

by RASC Victoria. While the RASC Victoria Centre will no longer be hosting our own annual star party, the plan going 

forward is to pool our resources with the Cowichan Valley group for the lone Island Star Party.  
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Star parties represent a reward for RASCals after a long year of doing public outreach, where we can just together as a 

group, but with the focus on the amateur astronomer instead of doing public outreach. These sites are often open to the 

public and some people still choose to spend their time doing public outreach, but for most itôs a time to dedicate to our 

own personal observing and astrophotography. Star parties are the ultimate expression of the amateur astronomy 

experience. You bring your optics to a field; camp out away from the city lights with your fellow astronomy enthusiasts; 

and spend the nights looking up at the sky. There are guest speakers, door prizes, workshops, presentations, and 

sometimes even food available on site. Throughout the night, you often find yourself collecting in small groups to see what 

other people are up to and chat. Afterwards youôre left with friendships, memories, observations, images, and probably a 

lost eyepiece cap or two. After a weekend of becoming part of a larger community of amateur astronomers, you can 

always expect a number of previously unconnected amateur astronomers to join RASC Victoria.  

Bruce Lane 

 

 
                                                                 Pillars of Creation, imaged over 4 nights (July 11, 23, 24 and 25); by Lucky Budd. 

 

Editorial Remarks 

 

Looking back on 2012, with our retro lead article, it was an eventful year for RASC Victoria. The Transit of Venus in June 

was the event of a lifetime; especially given the unlikelihood of any of us being around for the next one in 2117. 

Conditions were windy, but we got the clear skies when we needed them. We had our Astronomy Day at the University of 

Victoria and our November Annual General Meeting was held at the Moon Under Water Pub. It was a particularly active 

year of public outreach, with many of our RASCals volunteering at events like the Hobby Show, Buccaneer Days, setting 

up in Centennial Square for the annual Earth Walk, the Strawberry Festival, the Boy Scoutsô Beaveree at Camp Barnard, 

Symphony Splash, the Saanich Fair, Fairfield Fall Fair, taking part in programs at four provincial parks, and there was  
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even a solar telescope set up at the Vancouver Island Music Fest. This 

was on top of volunteering with our telescopes at municipal parks and 

libraries, going up to the Centre of the Universe on Saturday nights, and all 

the school events. I think my first real interaction with our then RASC 

Victoria Centre President, Laurie Roche, was after a day of doing public 

outreach before the beginning of Symphony Splash, staked out in the sun 

for the tourists under the statue of Captain Cook, with a solar filtered 

telescope. Laurie helped me carry a considerable amount of astronomy 

equipment back to my car, through the packed crowds and unsympathetic 

event security in the summer heat, from the Captain Cookôs statue to the 

Menzies Street Parking Lot on Kingston Street. That kind of leadership had 

something to do with me getting involved in the RASC Council, after Laurie 

asked me to become the next treasurer.  

With all the news and excitement this year dominated by the James Webb Space Telescope and upcoming Artemis 

Mission, itôs not a bad idea to spare a moment to think about the future of CASTOR, the Canadian space telescope 

initiative that was being widely discussed 

in 2012, including at our annual RASC 

Victoria Star Party. Given the lifespan of 

the James Webb Space Telescope, 

CASTOR could very well be among the 

instruments that takes over from it, 

expected to launch sometime in the late 

2020s or possibly later, depending on 

delays. Itôs especially important, given 

that its UV capability is missing from 

other proposed space telescopes that 

might be launched around that time. 

Billed as the Canadian Space 

Telescope, CASTOR is currently at 

Phase 0 of development, with a STDP 

(Space Technology Development 

Program) study currently underway. 

What emerged from the Canadian Space 

Astronomy Workshop in 2006 as a long 

range project for a UV capable, wide 

field, space telescope, has had 

numerous white papers and studies 

written for it over the last decade. Delays 

in the development of the James Webb 

Space Telescope and the Pandemic 

have certainly caused further delays for 

the numerous other large astronomical 

projects. Other space telescope projects, 

like Euclid (ESA) and WFIRST (NASA), 

are also in development with Canadians 

participating in these missions as well, 

but for many Canadians in the 

astronomical community weôre still 

waiting for CASTOR. 
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In this issue of SkyNews, weôll have more recaps from our Centreôs activities, an observing story from Dorothy and Miles 

Paul, as well as all the astrophotography and articles youôve come to expect from the Victoria Centre SkyNews. Just to be 

clear, I have it on good authority that none of the astronomy images in this issue are in fact a slice of chorizo, unlike those 

found in other unnamed publications.  

 

Bruce Lane: SkyNews Editor 

 
                                                                                  The Seahorse Nebula (Barnard 150), July 13th, 2022; by Scott Garrod. 

Presidentôs Message for August: Summer Outreach 

I had the pleasure of spending a Saturday evening with Sherry Buttnor, 

demonstrating the 16 inch reflector up at the Centre of the Universe. It is 

humbling being in the dome with her, as Sherry has been operating and 

demonstrating the 16 inch since 1987! For most of the time, we had the telescope 

trained on the moon. Once the moon got too low, we moved to M13 - the 

Hercules cluster. Everybody who looked in the eyepiece exclaimed some version 

of ñWow!ò Sherry often told the people, ñYouôll never look at the moon the same 

way from now on.ò Brock Johnston that night had one of the 8" Dobsonians set 

up behind the Plaskett Telescope, with a steady stream of people coming for a 

glimpse of Saturn. A woman who had never before seen Saturn through a 

telescope said she was in tears afterwards, she was so awestruck. 

Astronomy outreach is fun! The people who come to star parties and other 

outreach events are keen to learn, and they appreciate our efforts to help them 

see the sky. Sometimes it feels like a lot of work, but once you are at it, it is a real high. 
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So make the decision to help out at our outreach events!  

We need people for Saturday nights at the Centre of the Universe (contact Garry Sedun, vp2@victoria.rasc.ca); especially 

if you are willing to set up your telescope.  

We need volunteers for the Vancouver Island Star Party, an hour north of Victoria at Bright Angel Park, August 26-27 

(contact Dave Payne, vp@victoria.rasc.ca). Also, plan to go to the star party ï Dave has been working with the Cowichan 

Valley Starfinders Astronomy Club to create an excellent program of speakers and events.  

We need volunteers for the Saanich Fair at the Saanich Fairgrounds, September 3-5 (contact Lauri Roche, 

roche.lauri@gmail.com). 

We need volunteers for the Fall Fairfield, Sept. 25, right outside our Astro Cafe venue at the Sir James Douglas School 

yard (contact Reg Dunkley, pastpres@victoria.rasc.ca). 

At these events, you can typically take a shift of a couple of hours and answer questions from the eager public. I have 

seen members with the whole range of background and experience taking on these roles, and everybody has done well. 

Just show a bit of the enthusiasm that I know all RASC Victoria Centre members have.                

 

Look Up, 

Randy Enkin, President@Victoria.RASC.ca 

 

 
                   The Lagoon and Trifid nebulas imaged from backyard over 2 nights (July 29th and 30th, 2022), by Lucky Budd.                                                                

 

mailto:President@Victoria.RASC.ca
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Special Interest Groups 
 
Getting Started in Astronomy 

 

In August, the beginners program 

reviewed Cygnus and Aquila; although 

we did a bit of wandering around to 

look at other favourite summer sights. 

At the beginning of the SIG, Jill 

introduced us to a binocular double 

star program she just finished with the 

Astronomical League. Along with a 

description of the program, she also 

presented a nice introduction to 

double stars, which I know will lead to 

additional presentations in the future. 

Hopefully, taking advantage of the 

wonderful stretch of clear skies, we 

are planning an outing to view the 

variable star Algol, an eclipsing binary. 

With a period of just under 3 days, we 

have a good chance of viewing a 

whole cycle. For more information on 

this group, please contact David Lee 

at david@victoria.rasc.ca  

 

Astrophotography 

 

In the July SIG, we welcomed Casey Good (Kitt Peak) to talk about his imaging setup and imaging workflow. Casey 

offered a number of PixInsight quick tips, which were well received. We soon found out that thereôs often a better way of 

doing things that you wouldnôt have thought of on your own. Casey also gave us a status report of the fire that spread to 

Kitt Peak in June. Although the wildfire was under control within two weeks, it was a close call. No telescopes were 

damaged, but a more thorough inspection will need to wait, while the electrical and network infrastructure is rebuilt. For 

more information about this group, please contact David Payne at vp@victoria.rasc.ca. 

 

Electronically Assisted Astronomy 

 

The EAA initiative at FDAO Star Parties got underway in August. To volunteer, contact David Lee. Brock, Ken, and David 

have already started to help, by reviewing and familiarizing themselves with the gear. For more information on this group, 

please contact David Lee at david@victoria.rasc.ca  

 

Makers 

 

The Makers SIG is open for business, to discuss member projects, and to answer questions associated with repair and 

development of astronomical equipment. For more information about this group, please contact Jim Cliffe at 

jim@victora.rasc.ca.  

 

David Lee 


